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Preface 
 
The synonym, “All at sea” is an expression centred on maritime terms such as 
“adrift, off-course, off-beam and disorientated”.  In the Second World War 
(1939 –1945) Britain and the Empire, or Commonwealth, were unprepared for 
the war with the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and their allies.  Britain had to 
move rapidly to bring its economy to a war footing and this required 
considerable national effort in order to increase industrial military production.  
In addition it was necessary to call up to the forces millions of young men and 
women.  For example the Royal Navy at a strength of 200,000 personnel 
needed to increase to 800,000 men and 77,000 women within a short period 
of time.  Those were bewildering and confusing times and the fabric of 
personal and national life was to be torn apart and then reordered. 
 
Our father, Jack Bailey Jones, was born in Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan on the 
23

rd
 June 1922 and when nineteen years old was called up to serve his 

country.  Conscription for men between the age of 18 and 41 was introduced 
by emergency legislation on the 3

rd
 September 1939.  He joined the Royal 

Navy and was posted for fitness training departing his home town on the 9
th

 
December 1941. 
 
The story of the four and a half years Jack served in the navy is recounted in 
the following pages and the complexity of his postings is set out in his service 
record.  In 55 months of service he was deployed on two ships for 33 months, 
with the balance spent in shore bases.  The term “All at sea” may be an 
appropriate term to apply to a young civilian who boarded a train in Merthyr 
Tydfil to travel to Malvern in Worcestershire for his first taste of navy life. 
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A Biographical Sketch. 
 
This account is not a biography in the traditional sense.  Rather its focus is on 
a series of key events that took place in a period of four and a half years in 
the life of a young man thrust into service for war at sea.  On leaving 
secondary school age fifteen he worked in factories until he obtained limited 
work as an electricians mate.  Jack Jones then joined the Royal Navy at the 
end of 1941, moved between a number of shore bases in the south of 
England and served in two ships sailing the North Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean sea.  His longest posting was at sea on the Light Cruiser, HMS 
Bermuda which he left in May 1944.  Prior to embarking on his next ship 
bound for sea, he married Annie Mary Leahan in the Roman Catholic Church, 
Merthyr Tydfil on the 16

th
 September.  He then joined his new ship, HMS 

Beaufort, on 26
th

 of that month serving on that Escort Destroyer until the war 
ended in Europe in May 1945. 
 
Our mother and father first lived with his parents in 12 Union St., Merthyr 
Tydfil before securing a rental property in a new council estate in Twynyrodyn 
in1948, a few miles from the family home.  They raised three sons and a 
daughter born between 1946 and 1952 and Jack eventually found work with 
the South Wales Electricity Board.  He had trained as a Wireman (Electrician) 
in the navy and this enabled him to work in electrical employment although he 
never completed an apprenticeship in civilian life.  After the war the 
government allowed full recognition of all trade occupations under the 
category called “Time Served”.  Later he began work in a local limestone 
quarry in Cefn Coed where he was able to use his naval experience in heavy 
duty electrical work. 
 
He reached retirement age and moved to Bro Dawel just a short walk from the 
Twynyrodyn house.  Anne died in 1999 aged 75 years and Jack survived her 
for a further twelve years passing away in May 2011 a few months from his 
90

th
 birthday. 

 
This account of his naval service is written by his three sons Brian, Peter and 
Barrie in April 2020, almost eighty years after Jack travelled to Malvern to 
begin an adventure that was to last for four and a half years. 
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Timeline of Postings: 

 
Dates Posting Location Notes 

    
9.12.1941 to 
12. 1. 1942 

HMS Duke Malvern Basic fitness training. 

13.1.1942 to 
8.6.1942  

HMS Drake Devonport General naval training. 

9.6.1942 to 
16.6.1942 

HMS Vernon Portsmouth Electrical training. 

17.6.1942 to 
4.7.1942 

HMS St. Vincent Gosport Torpedo training. 

5.7.1942 to 
5.8.1942 

HMS Drake Devonport Awaiting transfer to HMS 
Bermuda. 

6.8.1942 to 
12.5.1944 

HMS Bermuda At sea in 
North Atlantic 

New Colony class light 
cruiser. 

13.5.1944 to 
5.9.1944 

HMS Defiance Devonport Torpedo training. 

6.9.1944 to 
25.9.1944 

HMS Drake Devonport Awaiting transfer to HMS 
Beaufort. 

26.9.1944 to 
31. 5 .1945 

HMS Beaufort At sea in 
Mediterranean 

Type II Hunt class escort 
destroyer. 

1.6.1945 to 
8.11.1945 

HMS Drake Devonport Mine clearance. 

9.11.1945 to 
10.6.1946 

HMS Defiance Devonport Mine clearance. 

11.6.1946 to 
30.6.1946 

HMS Drake Devonport Awaiting Discharge. 

Discharged from the Royal Navy  on 30
th

 June 1946 
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1. Preamble. 
 
Jack Bailey Jones was born in Merthyr Tydfil on 23

rd
 June 1922 and began 

his service in the Royal Navy when he was nineteen years of age. This is an 
account of that service, and covers the period when he joined on 9

th
 

December 1941 up to his honourable discharge on 30
th 

June 1946.  This was 
one year after the war had ended.  The history of those four and a half years 
is drawn from his service record (attached as an appendix) however it is not a 
firsthand account.  Much of the information with regard to each period of his 
postings is extracted from records gleaned from the internet, together with 
research provided by many authors too numerous to identify.  It is certain that 
the timeline of events is accurate however precise details relating to each 
specific part of the account must be subject to a degree of caution. 
 
2. The War Starts 
 
On Sunday 3

rd
 September 1939 the Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, 

announced that Great Britain was at war with Germany.  The next few months 
became known as the “Phoney War” with few encounters between the military 
opposing forces.  Germany had a large and potent military force with a 
mechanised army and the German High Command promoted close co-
ordination between air support, infantry and armour.  They brought 
overwhelming force to bear on narrow fronts which moved at a rapid pace.  In 
contrast the French and British sought to repeat the format of fighting in the 
Great War of 1914-1918, with static infantry backed up by artillery.  Within a 
few weeks the German Army broke through the Western wall and after May 
1941 they were the masters of Europe and the British Expeditionary Force 
was evacuated from France. 
 
Britain and the Empire continued to fight behind the shield of the Royal Navy 
while the Royal Air Force managed to maintain supremacy in the air over 
Britain.  At the end of 1941 the United States of America joined the war and 
the Western Allies now faced an expanded Axis enemy of Germany, Italy and 
Japan.  The war at sea was to be fought in the Atlantic, the Mediterranean 
and a vast Pacific Ocean.  The North Atlantic was a lifeline for the transit of 
armed forces and essential food, fuel and war material.  British maritime 
supremacy was necessary so that the country could continue to defend itself 
and later to serve as a springboard for the invasion of France in June 1944. 
 
When Jack joined the navy in late 1941: the USA joined the war and 
Japanese forces were advancing on all fronts; Germany had invaded Russia 
and was about to encounter her first reversal when faced with a brutal 
Russian winter and a dogged Russian military; the Italian navy was posing 
logistical problems in the eastern Mediterranean. 
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The Royal Navy was the largest maritime force in the world with 380 surface 
ships and submarines and with a further 100 under construction.  The navy 
had to: defend trade routes and convoys, destroy enemy shipping, blockade 
Germany and protect the British coastline.  The German Navy only had 30 
surface ships whereas the Italian Navy was a threat in the Mediterranean. 
The Italian Navy (Regia Marina) had 200 ships and submarines supported by 
67 torpedo boats at the commencement of hostilities.  However, because of 
technological limitations their navy was regarded as a “good weather force”, 
unable to operate effectively at night or in heavy seas.  The Admiralty gave 
priority to the war in the Atlantic and initially this allowed the Italian Navy to 
exercise supremacy in the eastern Mediterranean.  However it was vital that 
the Royal Navy ensured the security of its bases in that sea with important 
ports at Gibraltar, Malta and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Royal Navy had to do 
its utmost to safeguard free passage through the Suez Canal.  In order to 
meet all of its objectives the navy required more ships and personnel and 
therefore naval strength was planned to increase to 800,000 men and 77,000 
women.  The call up of people like Jack was to contribute to that growth in 
personnel. 

 
3. Naval Service and Postings. 
 
In his four and a half years of service Jack spent almost three years at sea on 
just two ships.  The major portion of that was on the Light Cruiser HMS 
Bermuda at 170 metres in length displacing 10,500 tons with 970 crew.  She 
was well armed with 6” and 4” guns.  His second, and last ship, was the much 
smaller Hunt – class II Escort Destroyer, HMS Beaufort, at 80 metres in length, 
displacing 1,500 tons with164 crew.  She was armed with 4” guns and in all 
respects was a minnow in comparison with HMS Bermuda. 
 
About one third of his naval service was on shore in the south coast cities of 
Portsmouth, Hampshire and Plymouth, Devon.  These were major naval ports 
consisting of Dockyards and shore based naval facilities and included the 
neighbouring geographical areas of Gosport and Devonport respectively.  The 
dockyards built, repaired and refitted ships as well as providing moorings and 
refuelling.  Their attendant shore facilities, the “Stone Frigates “provided 
billets, training and education and logistics. 
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HMS Bermuda. 
 

 
HMS Beaufort. 
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3.1  First Posting – Fitness training (9.12.41 to 12.1.42) 
 
All new entrants to the Royal Navy were required to undertake four weeks of 
basic fitness training.  Shore based naval establishments are termed “Stone 
Frigates” and one of these was HMS Duke located in Malvern, Worcestershire.  
This was a tented base which had been commissioned in May, a few months 
before Jack was posted there in December 1941 as a new entrant Stoker.  The 
base was decommissioned in May of 1943. 
 
3.2  Second Posting – General training (13.1.42 to 8.6.42) 
 
There was (and remains) a vast naval barracks in Devonport, Plymouth 
originally constructed in 1880 for 5,000 officer and naval ratings.  It was 
extended piece-meal over the next sixty years and by the outbreak of WWII 
was one of three large naval bases together with those at Portsmouth and 
Chatham.  The shore establishment was a training and accommodation centre 
originally named HMS Vivid until it was renamed HMS Drake in 1934. 
 
This became the main shore base in the country for rating MX99516, Jack 
Bailey Jones and he served here for five months.  This was to be broad based 
training to include drill, fire arms, ship routine and assessment for future naval 
roles.  He never undertook stoker duties and he was now considered suitable 
for electrical training and education.  At sea this work consisted of heavy duty 
electrical work for power generation and distribution which was needed for 
propulsion and gun control.  Our father was to return to HMS Drake for many 
additional postings during the rest of his naval service. He was now assigned 
as a “Wireman” or ship electrician on the 9

th
 June 1942. 

 
3.3 Third Posting- Specific training (9.6.42 to 16.6.42) 
 
During WWII the port in Portsmouth docked over 2,500 ships but during the Blitz 
years it was too risky to moor the larger strategic ships.  The dockyard was a 
large ship building and repair facility and up to 27,000 civilians were employed.  
This was a major naval port and Jack moved there from Devonport on the 9

th
 

June 1941.  Aside from the dockyard there were numerous shore establishments 
some of which were sited in Gosport a short distance across the harbour.  He 
was now located in HMS Vernon another shore establishment or “stone frigate” 
which had moved on shore in1923.  Following the increased use of mines, 
Vernon took responsibility for mine disposal and developing mine counter-
measures.  This base was the location of the Torpedo, Mines and Electrical 
School although a separate electrical branch was not established until 1946.  
Jack began his training in all branches but with emphasis placed on electrical 
work for grading as a “Wireman”, the navy slang for which is a “Greenie”. 

4. 
  



The city of Portsmouth was a major target for German bombing and the focus 
of their attacks was the dockyard and surrounding shore bases.  HMS Vernon 
suffered many hits and therefore some of the services in the school moved to 
Brighton.  In August 1941 one bomb destroyed the Dido building in Vernon 
killing 100 people.  Jack then moved a short distance across the harbour to 
Gosport and only spent a month between both establishments. 
  
3.4 Fourth Posting -Training continues (17.6.42 to 4.7.42) 
 
Jack completed only two weeks at HMS Vernon before moving a short 
distance across the harbour to the shore base of HMS St. Vincent for a further 
two weeks.  This base was originally the Forton Barracks site and renamed in 
1927.  A torpedo training section opened in July 1940 and it also served as 
overflow accommodation for the Royal Navy barracks.  It is likely that he 
received training here on electrical aspects of torpedoes before he went to his 
next posting in Plymouth to undertake final training before joining his first ship. 
 
3.5 Fifth Posting – Awaiting his first ship (5.7.42 to 5.8.42) 
 
Now he was a return to HMS Drake in Devonport for a further four weeks. He 
was now aware that he was soon to join the Light Cruiser HMS Bermuda 
which was about to complete contractor trials before being commissioned on 
the 5

th
 August and a day later he joined the ship.  He then served in the 

Electrical Department as a Wireman on this Cruiser which initially carried two 
sea planes, and a Royal Marine Detachment. 
 
3.6 Sixth Posting – Sea at last (6.8.42 to 12.5.44) 
 

Our father had spent eight months getting fit, 
acclimatising to naval discipline and routine, 
and receiving the appropriate education and 
training for his job as a Wireman.  On the 6

th
 

August 1942 he boarded HMS Bermuda in 
Plymouth and the ship began acceptance trials 
at sea.  Then she took passage to the large 
naval base at Scapa Flow, Orkney, Scotland, 
to work with other ships in the Home Fleet.  
Bermuda was a “Colony” class cruiser laid 
down in November 1939 in the John Brown 
shipyard on the Clyde, Scotland.  She was one 
of 100 new vessels under construction all of 
which were needed in order to fight the war at 
sea and throughout September the ship and 
crew improved their operational efficiency. 
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The plan was for Bermuda to 
sail in the North West 
Approaches of the North Atlantic, 
to provide protection for convoys 
transiting North America to 
Iceland/Britain and Britain to 
Norway, the Barents Sea and 
the Norwegian port of 
Spitzbergen. 
 
The joint USA/British decision to 

invade North Africa meant a sudden change of plan for HMS Bermuda.  On 
the 26

th
 November she sailed south to Gibraltar with a large force including 

the Battleships Duke of York, Aircraft Carriers Victorious and Formidable, 
Cruiser Argonaut and eleven destroyers in support of “Operation Torch”.  This 
was a combined Anglo – USA operation for American men, armour and planes 
to capture Oran, Algiers and Casablanca in Vichy French North Africa.  Our 
father commented that he was one of the few who had fought three nations 
during WWII; Germany, Italy and Vichy France.  The invasion force was 
supported by the Royal Navy and on completion Bermuda went into the Bay 
of Biscay on surface escort group activities.  She was to return to that part of 
the Atlantic some months later in order to join the air and sea effort to pen in 
the German U-boats operating out of the Bay ports.  However the main focus 
for Bermuda in the remaining winter of 1942-43 was in the cold North Atlantic 
waters.  On the 29

th
 January 1943 she was providing cover for the Convoy 

RA52 returning from Kola Inlet when Bermuda was attacked by U-boat U625 
but the attack failed. 

 
In the summer of 1943 Bermuda escorted 
RMS Queen Mary during her transport of 
Winston Churchill to Canada to meet with 
President Roosevelt and the Canadian Prime 
Minister W. Mackenzie King in Quebec.  
Codenamed “Quadrant” this was a highly 
secret military conference held between 17

th
 - 

24
th

 August.  Then Bermuda was back to the 
Arctic for the relief of the Spitzbergen garrison 
before returning to Biscay to see out the 
summer of 1943 on anti-submarine 
operations. 
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In September she underwent a 
refit at Devonport for winter 
repairs and to install AA defence 
Oerlikon 20mm guns and this 
enabled our father to depart the 
ship for his first leave after many 
months at sea. 
 
In the winter of 1943-44 it was 
back to the cold Arctic waters on 
convoy duty and often heavy 
weather necessitated return to 

Scapa Flow for repair.  In April ‘44 she went into the River Tyne for a refit 
when further Oerlikon guns were fitted.  Once completed she was about to 
begin exercises with the Home Fleet in preparation for the planned allied 
landings in Normandy (Operation Neptune) however our father had 
disembarked the ship for the last time on the 12

th
 May 1944 at Devonport. 

 
Although he had finished his tour on HMS Bermuda he would certainly have 
maintained a keen interest on her remaining story.  She was taken out of 
service for a major refit in June 1944 in Glasgow and emerged in April 1945 
for deployment to the Pacific where she remained until 1947.  The ship served 
the Royal Navy for a further fifteen years and she was “paid off” in 1962 and 
towed to the scrap yard on the River Neath at Britton Ferry, Glamorgan in 
1965. 
 
3.7 Seventh Posting – Return to shore (13.5.44 to 5.9.44) 
 
Our father had left HMS Bermuda for the last time to take extended leave to 
prepare for his wedding.  Then he returned to port and his new billet was to be 
at HMS Defiance at Devonport where he was notified that he was to be 
promoted to Leading Wireman.  He took the new rating on the 24

th
 August, 

one month before joining his next ship.  Defiance was a shore base which had 
been established in 1884 and was the Navy’s Torpedo School. 
 
3.8 Eighth Posting-Marriage (6.9.44 to 25.9.44) 
 
Jack was billeted once again on HMS Drake in his home port in Plymouth for 
just a few days when he returned to Merthyr Tydfil by train in order to marry 
our mother on the 16

th
 September 1944.  He then returned to Devonport to 

join his second, and last, ship which he did just ten days later. 
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3.9 Ninth Posting – A Second Ship (26.9.44 to 31.5.45) 
 
After two years at sea followed by five 
months ashore, Jack joined his second and 
final ship, HMS Beaufort.  This was a Type 
II Hunt-Class Escort Destroyer laid down in 
Birkenhead in 1939.  As with HMS 
Bermuda she was ordered under the 
“Emergency Programme” which had been 
implemented to build an extra one hundred 
ships.  Unlike Bermuda this was a very 
small vessel and another fifteen ships of 
this class were to be constructed. 

(Mess 14, HMS Beaufort, Jack 2
nd

 left, back row.) 
 
Before Jack joined her, on the 26

th
 September 1944, Beaufort had already 

seen three years of service, in all areas of the Mediterranean Sea.  She had 
supported the Eighth Army in North Africa, and the landing of armies in 
Algeria/Morocco, the South of Italy and the south of France. 
 
Jack was now an experienced navy man with knowledge of sailing the cold, 
and hostile, waters of the North Atlantic.  Now he looked forward to sailing on 
the ship into the warm climate of the Mediterranean, albeit in a smaller vessel, 
in the knowledge that German forces were retreating on all fronts.  Italy 
agreed an armistice with the Allies on the 3

rd
 September 1943. The majority of 

the Italian Navy’s ships surrendered and some were either sunk or badly 
damaged from German air attacks.  The Western Allies had total control of 
the sea and the air and the German land armies were now concentrated on 
the defence of France and the Homeland. 
 

Beaufort had a strategic connection with the island 
of Malta and the ship now sailed in the eastern 
Mediterranean for the remaining months of the war.  
Jack was first deployed to Alexandria, Egypt in 
support of the reoccupation of the Greek Aegean 
Islands and thereafter for the Greek mainland.  
German U-boats were still operating here and 
Beaufort continued work in defence of convoys. 
 
(Patras, Greece, Dec 1944) 
 

In May 1945 she took passage to Cardiff for a refit in a commercial shipyard 
and Jack took part in the march of the ship’s company through the centre of 
Cardiff, which had not yet been given the designation of a capital city. 
      8. 



On the 31
st
 May 1945 Jack left the ship but did not leave the Royal Navy.  He 

had served the navy for forty two months of which thirteen months were on 
shore and twenty nine months at sea in two ships.  The ship completed her 
refit in September 1945 but was then placed in reserve status at Devonport 
where she remained for five years.  She was renamed “Haugesand” in the 
Royal Danish Navy and re-designated as a Frigate with modifications.  She 
remained operational until 1965 in the same year that HMS Bermuda went for 
scrap. 
 
3.10 Tenth Posting – The War Ends (1.6.45 to 8.11.45) 
 
Germany surrendered on the 7

th
 May 1945 whilst Jack was serving for a last 

few weeks on HMS Beaufort.  Thoughts turned to the war with Japan, still 
raging in the Pacific, and he settled into his billet at HMS Drake in Devonport.  
It now became clear that some ships were needed to sail to the Far East, but 
in mid August atomic bombs were dropped on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and then Japan surrendered on the 2

nd
 September 

1945.  The Second World War was at an end and there was no longer a 
requirement for a large Royal Navy. 
 
Jack now had an opportunity to leave naval service and many of his 
colleagues were demobbed at the end of August but this posed a dilemma for 
him.  Civilian jobs were in short supply and there was an interim period of 
many months when ex-military personnel had to be reintegrated into the 
workplace.  Some of the ex-military moved back to pre-war posts which had 
been filled by others on a temporary basis.  The national economy had to 
adjust from wartime to peacetime mode and all of these structural changes 
were within the context of an economy in financial crises.  The country was 
bankrupt and rationing had to continue for some years.  When faced with the 
prospect of facing unemployment Jack decided to sign up for a further twelve 
months.  He was to remain in the Navy until the 30

th
 June 1946. 

 
3.11 Last Postings – Staying On (9.11.45 to 30.6.46) 
 
At the start of the war the country feared invasion by the enemy and a 
significant effort was made to secure the British coastline with defences 
constructed to impede the German forces.  Gun emplacements were dug, 
barbed wire set, tank and landing craft obstacles built.  Beaches and beach 
access points were set with land mines and some villages emptied of people 
as military areas were designated.  The pace of this work was further 
stimulated when the army was evacuated from Dunkirk from the 26

th
 May to 

4
th

 June 1940.  Particular emphasis was placed on increasing the acreage of  
areas laid with land mines.  At the end of the war experienced naval and army 
personnel were needed for coastal mine clearance and this work entitled 
ratings to extra pay.     9. 



Jack signed up for this work while he continued to be located in Plymouth, 
moving between HMS Drake and HMS Defiance.  He worked as part of one of 
many teams clearing mines in the south coast working from his base in 
Plymouth.  He remained on the Leading Wireman rating although there was a 
similar rating specialist ranking as Leading Wireman in Controlled and 
Observation Mining (CM).  There must have been a risk of injury and loss of 
life in this dangerous work.  However when measured against the prospect of 
unemployment in “civvy street” he thought it preferable to remain in the Navy.  
That view must have changed when his first son was born in April 1946 and 
three months later he was demobbed in Class A.  His naval service was at an 
end and he returned to civvy street at twenty four years of age. 
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